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Route Description

Tour web-page

Note: the sides/banks and ftributaries of rivers
(whether left or right) are determined by common rule:
by looking towards the direction of the river stream
(ignoring our moving direction).

Part 1
Way To Didi Okrostskhali Lake

A 3-wd truck, hired in Khaishi village, will
lead us first to Lukhi village and then by
forest road in Ormeleti Valley. We pass
about 17 km (10,56 miles) in Ormeleti
Valley forest road by the truck, along the left
banks of Ormeleti River (right tributary of
Nenskra River, that is the right tributary of
Enguri River, a major river of Svaneti).

After that, we continue by feet. About 7 km
(4,35 miles) we hike on unpaved old road.
First major part of this about 7 km we hike
on the valley's "main" road that is broader
and can be easily distinguished from other
minor forest roads that connect it. This is
the same road, that we passed by the truck.
In certain point, we turn left (downwards)
into the forest from the "main" road and thus
the 7 km's last small part (about 750 m /
2461 ft) is to hike on some minor forest
road. After this 750 meters we reach some
old wagon for foresters, standing on the left
bank of a small river (left tributary of
Ormeleti). There are no more roads or paths
forward after the wagon. So we cross the
small river and continue hiking in the forest
with no paths.
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The wagon

The forest is swampy and full of biting
insects. So it is strongly recommended to
wear long-armed clothes and have our body
maximally covered. We hike about 1 km
(0,62 miles) in the forest and than about 1,5
km (0,93 miles) in a vast field with tall and
rigid grass, being a strong obstacle for
hiking. All this distance we are hiking along
the left bank of Ormeleti, keeping varying
distance from the river itself.

On the field we cross three small rivers (all
of them being left tributaries of Ormeleti).
After crossing first one, we'll see a small hut
right of us, upward, on the right side of
recently crossed small river.

On the field, the valley of Okrostskhali River
will appear left of our moving direction. It
means that Okrostskhali River is a right
tributary of Ormeleti River. Okrostskhali
River flows out from Didi Okrostskhali Lake.

1— Ormeléti Rivér stream
2 — Okrostskhali River stream

Near the confluence (before reaching it) we
have to find the place where Ormeleti's
stream is shallow and slow ant cross it.
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After crossing Ormeleti, we begin to ascend
in Okrostskhali Valley. In the valley, we
keep right side of the river, not left one. But
a bit far from the river itself.

First we hike upward in tall-grass fields.
Than the height of grass declines. After
some ascent we enter a small forest with
inscriptions on the trees. We continue the
way forward, leave the forest and see the
vast field and steep ascent after it, with
spectacular waterfalls.

e Arrow 1 — Direction of field crossing

e Circle — Approximate location of river crossing point
e Arrow 2 — Direction of ascending to Didi Okrostskhali
Lake

We cross the field and somewhere at the
foot of the abovementioned steep ascent,
we cross Okrostskhali to its left bank. So we
begin to ascend on the slope, along the
Okrostskhali Waterfall, on the river's left
side. We can take right side as well, but left
one is more convenient.

After finishing the ascent, we are at Didi
Okrotskhali Lake [Great Goldenwater Lake].
There is a good field for setting a camp on
the opposite shore of the lake.

Part 2
Way From Didi Okrostskhali Lake
To Patara Okrostskhali Lake

From Didi Okrostskhali, a pass can be seen
on south.
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The pas south of Dldl Okrostskhall Lake IS marked by
the arrow.

We ascend there and see 1) Kvakva valley

in front of us and 2) a glacier and a pass on
right side.

We DO NOT descend to the valley! Our way
b lies to the right, along the glacier, to the
obﬁowécﬁoﬁﬁmwmw@ab@o@@o(vﬁmbﬁ”ﬂw dbobbéﬁbﬁawom pass.
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The glacier and the pass (marked by the arow)

This is the pass connecting Svaneti and
occupied Abkhazia. So, once we reach the
pass, we see the views on occupied territory
on the opposite side.
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View of the erritory of Abkhazia from the pass

DO NOT descend to Abkhazia. It is legal but
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dangerous for the citizens of Georgia and it
is both illegal and dangerous for foreigners.
There is a threat of illegal detention from
Russian occupation forces and Russian-
backed Abkhaz separatist authorities.

From the pass, we turn left and go along the
ridge of the range. After several hundred
meters, we will see Patara Okrostskhali
Lake (Little Goldenwater Lake) downwards

and descend to it. The lake is the last point
of our tour.

We have the same back way to Ormeleti
Valley and Lukhi village.
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